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DIVINITY OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 


If the proofs which we adduced in our pre- 
cedin p severe in support of the divinity 
of the Religion of Jesus Christ, be admitted 
as true; if the first revelations given to Adam, 
Noah, Abraham, and Jacob, be acknowledg- 
ed; ifthe old law, as given first to Moses on 
Mount Sinai, and afterwards by him to the 
nation of the Jews, be a fact of the easiest 
demonstration, it necessarily follows, that the 
coming of the Messiah in the fullness of time, 
as forming the most prominent and essential 
point of faith in that law, must |be consider- 
ed throughout as the great object to the con- 
summation of which, the ancient people of 
God uniformly looked forward. This is the 
great prophet whom Moses promised as the 
future legislator, the Saviour, the Redeemer 
of mankind, the hope and light of all nations, 
Him the prophets point out from age to age, 
his birth, his sanctified life, his death, resur- 
rection, and glorious ascension, in such strong 
colours, many centuries before he was born, 
that it was impossible any mistake could hap- 
pen as to his identity. If the grand and ex- 
traordinary events of his life and passion, as 
related by the evangelists after his death, be 
carefully compared with those foretold in the 
old law, and by the several prophecies, it will 
appear that the most perfect correspondence, 
the most perfect harmony, the most miracu- 
lous coincidence of facts are manifest through- 
out the whole. : 

_This world was originally created for reli- 
gion: it isa temple erected by God, and man 
is admitted into this temple, for the sole pur- 


ed for religion, it must necessarily follow, 
that he must with still greater care watch 
over the preservation of this religion, Were 
there not adorers, the temple would be de- 
stroyed as useless. It cannot be believed, 
that God would have suffered the religion 
which was given to man through Jesus Christ 
to be lost—that religion which is the ultimate 
end of all his works, which is the most ex- 
cellent, the most pure that God could have 
given, and which, if we may be allowed the 
expression, had cost him so dear. 

In giving this religion to his apostles, the 
Saviour consummated the sublime work of 
his mission; but the great end of this mis- 
sion would not have been obtained, had he not 
secured the means of preserving to man, this 
invaluable gift to the end of time, so as that 
all succeeding generations should participate 
in its blessing. 

Having already proved that this religion is 
of divine institution, it only remains to prove 
from the inspired writings, what is already 
evident from the light of reason—that every 
provision is made to secure its infallibility 
and duration to the end of the world. 

We have already observed, that Jesus 


ven spoke thus to his apostles—(St. Mat- 
thew, chap. 28, v. 18.) ‘ All power is given 
to me in heaven and onearth. Go ye there- 


name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you. And behold 
IT am with you all days, even to the consumma- 
tion of the world.” 

By these words Jesus Christ orders his 
apostles to instruct all nations, and promises 
that he will be with them, not at intervals, 
but every day, until the consummation of 
ages, that is, ; 
promises to be with them, that is, 





Christ before his glorious ascension into hea- | 


fore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the | 








shall direct their doctrine, to the end that it | lows, that St. Peter, 


pose of adoring his beneficent Creator. If| be conformable to truth; that he will protect 
God then superintends with so much care the | it, to the end that it shall never be abolisheds 
preservation of this world, which was creat- | and that he will bless it that it shall be always 


heard with docility. 

Although the apostles, as men, were doom- 
ed to submit by death to the general lot of 
humanity, Jesus Christ orders them to in- 
struct all people, and that to the consumma- 
tion of ages, which they certainly could not 
have done in their own persons. At the same 
time he promises to be with them every day 
to the end of time, which would be absurd, 
speaking of them as individuals, unless it 
were his will that they should have lived un- 
til that consummation. It must then be un- 
derstood, that Jesus Christ, in the persons of 
the apostles, speaks to the pastors and doc- 
tors, their successors, who were to teach and 
instruct in their place, as their representa- 
tives, and as forming the body of the instruct- 
ing church. The words, “I shall be with 
you all days until the consummation of ages,” 
must for ever bear testimony that this body 
of pastors and doctors shall uninterruptedly 
continue to teach the doctrine of the apos- 
tles, by the inspiration and under the pro- 
tection of Jesus Christ, and that that vene- 
rable body will never be abandoned by him 
even for a single day. 

The following passage from the gospel of 
St. Matthew, chap. 16, is not less important 
than the foregoing:—‘ Simon Peter answer- 
ing, said: Thou art Christ the Son of the liv- 
ing God. And Jesus answering said to him: 
Blessed art thou Simon Barjona; because flesh 
and blood hath not revealed it to thee, but my 
Father who is in heaven. And I say to thee: 
That thou art Peter; And upon this rock I will 
build my Church, and the gates of Hell shall 
not prevail against it.” 

In this passage, our Redeemer compares 
his church to a house of which St. . Peter is. 
to be the foundation. This church being an 
edifice which is to stand unshaken to the end 


until the end of the world; he | of the world, as is unequivocally expressed 
that he in the rest of the passage, it necessarily fol- 


who is its foundation, 
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] t the superstructure either | labouring under ignorance and an apparent 
by himeelt or ie ado are his life be- | impossibility of acquiring information, amidst 


ing, like that of all other men, limited to a 


so many disputes, perpetual conflicts of opin- 


certain period; the charge of supporting this ions, and-ef systems of religion, come at the 


church, for the appointed duration, must have 
devolved on his successors. 


knowledge of truth? God must have pro- 


vided some sure and infallible means; some 


: pets 
“ The gates of hell shall not prevail against jens simple, easy, and within the reach of 


it.” That is, the powers of darkness, and 


whatever Satan can do, either by himself, or 


his agents—for, as the church is here likened 
to a house, or fortress built on a rock, so the 
adverse powers are compared to another in- 


opposition, the strength of which shall never | 


be able to prevail over the church of Christ. 


all men, whereby truth may be distinguished 
from error, otherwise a great number must 
unavoidably fall into error; and of those who 
‘adhere to the truth, many would remain at- 
tached to it by chance, and without clearly 
knowing wherefore. What are those means 
‘by which man involved in ignorance, error, 


in the christian church; and that he had at 
the same time commanded the faithful to re- 
fer all disputed points to this august and sa- 
cred tribunal, and to receive all its decisions 
with the difference and submission due to 
such a high authority, an authority delegated 
by the divinity himself; had God, in his in- 
finite goodness, vouchsafed to his creatures 
this great desideratum, which is alone compe- 
|tent to put an end for ever to all disgreement 
on the score of faith, it would have been the 
greatest benefit he could have conferred on 
|man; it wquld have removed all doubts, re- 
conciled b parties. The men of science 


By this passage we are firmly assured, that |and disputes, may be led to the ways of|would joyfully submit, because in a submis- 


neither idolatry, heresy, mor any pernicious | truth? Must he have recourse to the scrip- 
error, shall ever prevail over this church: tures, as an infallible rule? The scriptures, as 
then it must always exist in all sanctity and|St. Peter expressly mentions, are in many 
truth, in order to preserve inviolate the sa- | places obscure, 80 as that men can never 
cred deposit of faith and morality, such as agree on its signification. Several passages 
it has been received from its divine founder. | therein which appear the most clear, are un- 
Again, (Matthew, chap. 5.) “ You are the | derstood differently by persons of the best un- 
light of the world. A city that is set on a moun- | derstanding. Multitudes of mankind do not 
tain cannot be hid. Neither do men light a| read, and are therefore incapable of recur- 
candle and put it under a bushel, but upon a ring to this mode. The experience of ages 
candlestick, that it may give light to all that are | has shewn, that there is no error, however 
in the house.” In this passage, the apostles monstrous, that has not been supported by 
and their successors are called the light of the authority of some texts of scripture, dis- 
the world, because by their doctrine they torted according to the fancy of the enthusi- 
shall enlighten the human mind, as the sun | ast, or the obstinacy of the proud. 

illuminates the visible creation: so are they; Must recourse be had to the interior inspi- 
compared to acity placed on a mountain, ration of the Holy Spirit, to shew each indi- 
which is seen afar and from all sides: and to | vidual the sense of the scriptures, and point 
a candle in acandlestick, to give light to all in out to him what he should believe? ae 

the house: because the apostles and their) Why then is there such an endless diversi- 
successors enlightened all the church, which | ty of doctrine amongst the partizans of this 
is the house of the Lord. Vast and immense | particular spirit? Can they be all in the right, 
house, destined to contain all the inhabitants | when the dogmas they teach are in direct op- 
of the earth, all the sons of men! What could | position to each other? Either they are de- 


the divine messenger have given us to under- 
stand by these words, but that his church 
shall be always conspicuous, as a house situ- 
ated on the top of a mountain, visible to all 
who are not wilfully blind, and that its doc- 
trine shall extend from one extremity of the 
earth to the other? Such was the magnifi- 
cent idea given of it by Isaias, in these words: 
—chap. 2. 
tain of the house of the Lord shall be prepared 
on the top of mountains, and it shall be exalted 


“ And in the last days, the moun-| 


ceived by this internal monitor, or they them- 
selves deceive the world, in asserting that 
the Holy Spirit has dictated what it really 
has not. When an individual of one religion 
says that this particular spirit has revealed 
to him that Jesus Christ is present in the 
Eucharist only in figure, what shall he say to 
him who answers that the same spirit has re- 
vealed to him that Jesus Christ is really and 
substantially in the Eucharist? Who does 
not see, that by the admission of this spirit, 





above the hills, and all nations shall flow unto | each individual is at liberty to believe just 
it. And many people shall go, and say: Come | what he pleases, without any other being able 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and to|to convict him of error? Such a principle 
the house of the God of Jacob, &c. &c. can never be a criterion for the discovery of 
As it is the wish of God that all men, the |truth, and is only calculated to propagate 
rich and the poor, the humble and the proud, | falsehood. 
the ignorant and learned, the ideot as well as | Moreover, if we be referred to a strict and 
the brightest genius, be saved, it was indispen- | critical examination of the points controvert- 
sable that this Church should be as conspicu- | ed by the different parties, by far the great- 
ous as a city placed on a mountain, a house |est part of mankind must remain in a state of 
situated on the summit of a mountain, sustain- | neutrality, or decide by chance only. None 
ed by other mountains; or as the sun itself, | of these can then be the means established 
which, as the most brilliant of all the hea-|by God as the touchstone of truth, in the 
venly bodies, must strike the eyes of all be-| points of doctrine contested amongst chris- 
holders who have eyes to sec. \tians, as they are all found inadequate to that 





It being manifest from the sacred writings, | end. 


that there will be to the end of the world a! 
perpetual warfare between truth and error, | 
between Orthodoxy and heresy, and that er-| 
ror having frequently on its side all that ta- 
Jents, distinction, eloquence, and every other 
art of seduction, can do; promises, menaces, 
violence, and the authority of states being 
alternately resorted to, the danger of seduc- 
tion must be always great. The great ques- 
tion presents itself, how can men in general, 
engaged in such a variety of occupations, 








An easy and convenient method of ending 
disputes, and deciding the question, may be 
proposed. Had it been the will of God to 
have established in his church a tribunal of 
pastors and teachers, perpetual and always 
subsisting—to have given to this tribunal to 
understand the holy scriptures; had he pro- 
mised it the assistance of his spirit, so as to 
decide sovereignly and unerringly on all con- 
troversies that may arise with respect to faith 


sion to the order of the Supreme Being, there 
could be no derogation from their dignity; 
the uninformed would, in this act of submis- 
sion, feel themselves compensated for the 
want of knowledge, by being put on a level 
with the learned: all would find the conveni- 
ence and happiness of being able to rest with 
confidence in the decisions of this council, 
Let us see whether it can be proved that the 
Almighty has actually established this tribu- 
nal, so necessary, so essential to the pure 
harmony and happiness of all christians. 

On opening the books of the gospel, we 
find (Matthew, chap. 28, v. 19.) these words, 
in giving them their mission, and which we 
have already cited—“< Go ye therefore and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 9 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost ; teaching them to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you. And behold I 
am with you all days, even to the consummation 
of the world.” 

In the Letter to the Ephesians, chap. 4, v. 
11, we find that Jesus Christ has appointed 
in his church “ Apostles, some Prophets, and 
others Evangelists, and others pastors and teach- 
ers—that we may not now be children, tossed to 
and fro, and carried about with every wind of doc- 
trine, in the wickedness of’ men, in the craftiness 
by which they lie wait to deceive.” Epistle to 
Timothy, chap. 3, v. 15—‘ That the house of 
God, which is the church of the living God, the 
pillar and ground of the truth.” We read in 
the second Letter to the Corinthians, chap. 
10, these words, which are so strong and en- 
ergetic— For walking in the flesh, we do not 
war according to the flesh. For the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal, but powerful through 
God to the destruction of fortifteations, subvert- 
ing of counsels, and every height that exalted 
itself against the knowledge of God, and bring- 
ing into caplivity every understanding to the 
obedience of Christ, and having in readiness 
to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience 
shall be fulfilled. Lastly, we read, (St. Mat- 
thew, chap. 18, v. 17.— And if he will nol 
hear the church, let him be to thee as the heathen 
and the publican,” 

From several passages quoted in the course 
of our preceding Numbers, from the scrip- 
tures, it has been proved that Christ promis 
ed his disciples, that his church should con- 
tinue to the end of the world, and that his 
spirit would superintend and direct it every 
day during time. In the passages last cited, 
he points out particularly the mode in which 
its integrity, its discipline, its infallibility were 
to be preserved. First it is to be composed 
of pastors, and their flock: Of pastors who 
have the charge of directing their flock, a0 
of a flock whom God has commanded to obey 
their pastors: of doctors and disciples—doc- 
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tors who shall teach and instruct their disci | 
ples on the part, of God; of disciples who 
shall hear their teachers as God himself.— 
This instruction, sanctified by the presence 
of Christ, as promised by himself, shall be 
ever conformable to truth; and on all contro- 
versies that may arise amongst christians, it 
will be always, sufficient to refer to this au- 
thority—for every doctrine that is conforma- 
ble thereto must be true, and be received as 
such, as every doctrine that deviates therc- 
from must be rejected as false. It is there- 
fore that the church of Christ is considered as 
the base and pillar of truth; the pastors by in- 
structing according to the solidity of divine 
truth are its base, the faithful the pillar which 
shall remain immovable whilst it is supported 
by that base. 

From several passages of the New Testa- 
ment, and particularly from these last cited, 
we are authorized to conclude, 

That God has established in his church a 
sacred tribunal; that is, a body competent to 
decide sovereignly, and without appeal, on 
all disputes which shall arise amongst chris- 
tians with respect to doctrine. 

That this tribunal is composed of the suc- 
cessors of the apostles. 

_That this tribunal is infallible in its deci- 
sions. 

That all other christians who compose the 
mass of what may be called the instructed 
church, are obliged to submit to the deci- 
sions of this tribunal, with the same respect 
and devotion as they do to any other doctrine 
emanating from the immediate word of God. 
_ The necessity of a delegated authority, 
incapable of error, must appear evident as 
the evangelical code is, from the erroneous 
interpretation of the holy scriptures, by the 
sophistry of man, incompetent to preserve 
that purity of faith which is indispensable to 
the integrity of the church; its doctrine not 
being founded on scripture exclusively, and 
the unwritten word, as handed down from 
the apostles as witnesses forming an essential 
part of its creed. 

No society can exist without subordination; 
a legitimate authority for the purposes of 
government is indispensable to subordination. 
An immense society, such as the christians 
were to become, a society innumerable could 
not be left exposed to yncertainty, variation, 
and the errors of human opinion. Had the 
church been thus abandoned, the promises of 
Christ with respect to its infallibility and du- 
ration could not have been accomplished; the 
characters of the true church could no long- 
er be found upon earth; it would no longer 
have presented the image of the harmony of 
heaven, but rather that of chaos, where no- 
thing is seen but the confusion and horror of 
the infernal regions. 

If the apostles, in the very infancy of the 
church, had received from Jesus Christ the 
gift of infallibility, for the purpose of estab- 
lishing his doctrine, and communicating it in 
amanner that could leave no doubt on the 
minds of the faithful, how much more neces- 
sary is such an authority to their successors, 
so much their inferior in sanctity, It would 
be absurd to suppose that God had appointed 
such an authority for his church at that time, 
when there seemed so little occasion for such 
an establishment, and had omitted to provide 
it for the succeeding periods, when it became 


Such of the faithful as, from the words of| 
the divine messenger, the authority of the 
witnesses, and the coinciding creed of the 
early church of the holy fathers, believe, that 
this tribunal has existed from the first promul- 
gation of the gospel, that does and shall exist 
to the end of time, are dispensed from any 
critical examination of particular points— 
their principal duty being comprised in mak- 
ing themselves acquainted with the doctrine, | 
laws, and decisions of that tribunal, either) 
collectively in its councils, or individually as | 
acting and teaching conformably to its doc-| 
trine and spirit. 

One question more: why have there been 
no prophets since the promulgation of the 
new law? In the old law, the prophets recall- 
ed the people of God to their duty, upon any 
deviation from the true worship; whilst in the 
new law, that trust was deposited with the 
church he had established as its teachers and | 
guardians to the end of the world. 

Every man must be allowed the privilege | 
to judge of truth according to the standard | 
of his own intellectual faculties: to us, it! 
seems more consistent with reason to submit | 
to the authority of that which we believe to, 
have been established on earth by Christ, | 
than to rely upon the operation of an indivi-| 








law: without this religion, the object of his 
mission would have been incomplete, If 
then you believe in Christ, you must believe 
in his church—there can be no medium. In 
this church you must discover unity of faith, 
of morality, and of government: it must be 
apostolical, as derived in direct and uninter- 
rupted succession from the apostles; Catho- 
lic, as constituting that religion to which all 
nations have been, and shall be forever con- 
verted. To this visible, ever-existing church, 
you cannot deny the privileges so often, so 
emphatically promised by Christ, of infalli- 
bility, as acting under the immediate direc- 
tion of the Holy Ghost, and of duration to 
the end of the world. The promise is clear, 
simple and intelligible, and can never be mis- 
construed. In this church, O man! you will 
find the word of God, pure, untainted,g@m- 
maculate; the word of Him who has d - 
ed—‘‘ Heaven and earth shall pass away, but 
my words shall not pass away. 





From the Annales De L’ Assoc. de la Propag. 
de la Foi. 


PROTESTANT MISSIONS. 
[ Coneluded.]} 
The associations of the various Protestant 


dual spirit. The investigation of this point) Missions adopt a vast number of “ ways and 
would lead to a range too extensive and in-| means’ to raise money. ‘To point out a few 
compatible with our original plan; volumes! of them, we have merely to make the follow- 
have been already written on the subject, by| ing Extract from the 28th page of the Quar- 
men the most eminent for zeal, abilities, and | fer/y Review, to which we have already al- 


learning. It is not properly the province of | 
a layman to encroach too far on matter which | 
immediately appertains to the divine. On 
this subject we refer to Bossuet, Bergier, and 
particularly to the logical and masterly work 
of Valsecchi, La verita della chiesa Cattolica | 
Romana, 

O man! whatever be your creed, reflect 
seriously on the importance of this object; 
consider with due attention the extraordina-| 
ry character of the christian religion, and 
the yet more extraordinary character of its 
founder. Divesting yourself sincerely of all 
the prejudices of education, and of all modes | 
of thinking, that may divert your mind from 
a candid investigation of truth, examine the 
testimony adduced in support of the ‘mission | 
and law. of this divine messenger. ‘That tes- 
timony you will find supported by all that 


luded. 

‘‘No Minister of State, however versed 
in the art of raising money, can bring into 
action so many ways and means as the Mis- 
sionary Boards of Directors have devised, 
or as have been suggested by those who 
have taken a lively interest in their cause. 
It is indeed curious to see in the various Re- 
ports, the numerous expedients which are 
started to round up the sum of each year. The 
Charity-boxes for the benefit of the Mission- 
aries, in the various manufactories, shops and 
in private houses, like the poor-boxes in our 
Churches, yield a considerable profit. The 
Sabbath Schools and Children’s Societies, 
furnish a still greater sum. The Ladies’ 
Missionary Societies are of course produc- 
tive. Ina sensitiveness of soul and ardor of 
zeal, (would it were directed to a good cause, 





is great and respectable in the records of| though undoubtedly they think it is so!) these 
antiquity, by all that is august and venerable | kind creatures make and sell pincushions and 
in the history of mankind: in tracing it down such notions for the advancement of the ima- 
through several ages, you see it successively | ginary crusade. 

proclaimed by the voice of inspiration, and| We observe in one of the Evangelical Ma-~ 
pointed out by the prophets with an accuracy | gazines, the following ilems for the profit of 
and aprecision that leave no room for doubt:| Missions.—Sale of Matches, £1. 3s.—Lend- 
the birth, life, death, and glorious resurrec-| ing Religious Tracts, £2. 0. 9d.—Boys’ Sun- 


tion of the Redeemer, delineated several ages 
before his coming, with a minuteness and ex- 
actitude not inferior to that of the evange- 
lists, who were living witnesses of this long- 
expected transaction. 

The account of these last witnesses, con- 
tains a mass of evidence much more striking 
than any other human evidence, as supported | 
by the supernatural aid of miracles, unques- | 
tionable from their authenticity and acknow- 
ledged notoriety. If these facts be suffici- 
ently strong to induce a perfect belief that 
Jesus Christ was the promised Messiah, the 
Son of God; the admission of his law as di- 
vine must inevitably follow. The religion 





80 indispensable. 





established by him on earth, constitutes that 


day Schools, 7s, 6d —Sale of Mouse-traps, 
£1, As. 

The huckster in the streets devotes to the 
same purpose, the odd penny, the surplus of 
his daily sales, and he recommends to others, 
following the same business, an imitation of 
his example.—Another, whose resources are 
still more scanty, coritributes the odd farthings 
which he finds in his daily sales.—The wife 
of a sick soldier, inthe Greenwich Hospital, 
carried to one of the late Methodist Meet- 
ings, 960 pence, about 100 francs.—Another 
gives the produce of a cherry tree.—A gro- 
cer of the name of James Crabb, informs 
Missionaries of all denominations, that he 
will give each of them at their departure from 
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England, a pot of om meat for their voy- 
age —The girls of the Sunday Schools, car- 
ry a part of their weekly earning.—At other 
times the workmen of a manufactory will 
unite and furnish abundant contributions, and 
not unfrequently domestics will raise funds 
sufficiently ample to prove the generous feel- 
ing which animates them.—One sum of £100 
and another of £150, have been offered by 
individuals who have received an unexpected 
augmentation of fortune.—Another has pre- 
sented £10 st’g, as an act of thanksgiving 
for the recovery of his sick child—A lady 
has offered £30 st’g, the produce of her Jew- 
els.—A blind girl who gains her livelihood 
by making wicker baskets has given thirty 
shillings, calculating that it would have cost 
this sum for candle-light during the winter, 
if gee had been in the possession of her sight! 
—With what innate feelings of delight, ex- 
claims the author, ought not the soul of this 
poor blind girl to be illumined when her me- 
mory reverts to the contemplation of so mer- 
itorious an act! 

If we now turn our eyes to the success of 
this army of the Protestant Faith, composed 
of five thousand two hundred and forty-two 
combatants, and supported by an annual rey- 
enue of more than twenty millions of francs, our 
hopes, however moderate, will be much de- 
ceived. The result of the efforts of this divi- 
sion of the army appears to reduce itself to this 
point, viz:—the formation of a certain number 
of schools in India particularly, the favorite 
field of their Missionary labors, and the dis- 
tribution of many thousands of bibles, which 
are read by no one. We do not perceive 
that these schools and bibles contribute much 
to swell the number of Protestant proselytes, 
for we know very well what we ought to be- 
lieve of these pretended conversions on the 
banks of the Ganges and Caveri. The mo- 
tives which, in that idolatrous country, have 
induced the refuse of some castes to become 
Protestants, are so well and so generally un- 
derstood throughout Hindostan, that these 
self-styled christians, are universally desig- 
nated by the inhabitants of all denominations, 
under the ignominious appellation of “ rice 
christians,” giving us to understand that their 
conversion has been influenced by the most 
sordid interest, and that they have only be- 
come christians to obtain their meal of rice 
and to participate in the profuse presents of 
the missionaries, or to obtain lucrative em- 
ployments, which are thus opened to them. 
Of the bibles which the protestant mission- 
aries of various sects boast of having alrea- 
dy translated into a hundred and forty-four 
languages, and of having circulated by mil- 
lions through every country of the world, 
we may ask, of what advantage have they 
proved? Of none. 

The most extensive manufactory of these 
bibles, is certainly that established at Seram- 
pore, in Bengal, under the superintendance 
of the Baptist Missionaries, who tell us se- 
riously of having already translated this sa- 
cred volume into twenty-six Asiatic langua- 
ges. We have had an opportunity of seeing, 
(relative to these translations) many reports 
made by impartial individuals who were ac- 
quainted with some of the languages into 
which they were rendered, and who after a 
careful examination, found these versions 
in languages, whose syntax, idiom and ex- 
pressions would not in general admit of a li- 











teral translation from the European tongues. 
They found, we are informed, these versions 
so barbarous and unintelligible, that they 
have not hesitated to declare that had it been 
intended to render the Christian religion odi- 
ous to an idolatrous people, a more effica- 
cious mode of obtaining this melancholy end, 
could not have been invented, than that of 
presenting it to them under so deformed and 
hideous an appearance. Protestant Mission- 
aries however assure us, (and with perfect 
truth) that they have circulated throughout 
almost all Asia, their translations of the Bi- 
ble; but they keep us in utter ignorance of 
the use that has been made of these bibles 
by those to whom they have been given.— 
As these bibles were gratuitously distributed, 
every one eagerly received them. But the 
Missionaries do not inform us of the fact, 
which we have learnt from other and impar- 
tial sources, that almost as soon as they were 
received by the natives they were taken to the 
grocers and druggists who bought them as 
waste paper. We have had before us a let- 
ter from Macao, in China, written by a re- 
spectable individual, where it is affirmed 
that the Protestant Missionaries of Canton, 
had tried to introduce into this vast Empire, 
some boxes of bibles translated into the Chi- 
nese language, which had been stopt at 
the Custom-houses on the frontiers, seized, 
sold at auction, and purchased by the boot- 
makers of the country, for the purpose of mak- 
ing Chinese slippers. 

In another report which we had occasion 
to read some time ago, we perceived that a 
great number of bibles having been sent to 
some tribes of Tartars, in the vicinity of 
Caucasus, these barbarians, unable to com- 
prehend the meaning of these books, although 
reputed translations into their language, even- 
tually used them as wadding for ther guns. 

In confirmation of what we have already 
advanced on the inutility of the efforts of 
Protestant Missionaries to propagate their 
religion among idolatrous nations, even in 
those countries where they can most rely on 
the protection of the temporal authorities, as 
well as on the absurd plan of obtaining this 
object by the circulation of the bible among 
these people, we will cite an authority which 
cannot be impugned. Is is that of the cele- 
brated Brahmin Rammohun Roy, whose writ- 
ings are so well known by all orientalists in 
Europe. This learned Brahmin, residing at 
present at Calcutta, received a letter from 
the Rev. Henry Wade, Unitarian Minister, 
dated Cambridge, April 24th, 1823, accom- 
panied by a great many questions. The 
Brahmin in a letter dated Calcutta, 2nd of 
February, 1824, answered with much clear- 
ness, precision and moderation, the questions 


|which had been proposed to him, and all of 


which related to the subject of proselytism 
among the idolatrous Hindoos. It would be 
too tedious to give a detail of all this corres- 
pondence, however curious. It may be found 
at full length in the last of the works cited at 
the commencement of this notice. Of the 
questions proposed, with their answers, we 
9 only cite the first, and the twentieth and 
ast. 


Ist Question by the Rev. H. Wade— 


What is the real success of the immense 
efforts that are making to convert the na- 
tives of India to christianity ? 








Answer of the Brahmin Rammohun Roy. * 

To answer this question is a subject of 
much delicacy, as the Baptist Missionaries of 
Serampore always give the lie in the most 
pointed manner to all who permit themselves 
to express the least doubt on the success of 
their labours, and they have, when an enqui- 
ry has been made, given the public to under- 
stand, that their proselytes were not only nu- 
merous, but that they rendered themselves 
respectable by their exemplary conduct. The 
young Baptist Missionaries at Calcutta, not 
at all inferior in point of talent, erudition, 
and zeal in their efforts to advance the inter- 
ests of christianity, to any other class of Mis. 
sionaries in India, are candid enough to avow 
publicly that the number of their proselytes, 
after a painful trial of six years; does not ex 
ceed four.—On the other hand, the indepen- 
dent Missionaries of this city, whose resour- 
ces far exceed those of the Baptists, as can- 
didly confess that their efforts as Missiona- 
ries, during seven years, have only been able 
to effect the conversion of a single a 

Twentieth question by the Rev. H. Wade, 

Are the former translations of the bible 
faithful, and free from every species of Sec- 
tarianism in the exposition of the Christian 
Doctrine? 

Answer of the Brahmin Rammohun Roy— 

My answer to both these questions ought to 
be in the negative, without however wishing 
to accuse the translators of wilful negligence, 
or culpable inattention. I only think that 
they have been too hasty in engaging in so 
difficult an enterprize. 

It is in general as difficult to express the 
idioms of the oriental, in those of the wes- 





* Rammohun Roy, from his vast researches and phi- 
losophical opinions, is without contradiction, the most 
celebrated Brahmin that India has produced in modem 
times. He was born in 1780, at Burdawon in Bengal. 
His parents at their death, left him master of a conde 
able fortune—gifted with profound penetration, he soon 
became acquainted with the absurdities of the heathen 
mythology.—The first work which he published in Per- 
sian, was against what is termed ‘ the idolatry of all 
religions..’—The freedom of his opinions drew upon 
him from the Idolaters and Mahometans, persecutions, 
which obliged him to retire to Calcutta, where he made 
himself perfect master of the English language and ob- 
tained distinguished situations under the British govern- 
ment.—He soon, however, quitted public life, to devote 
himself entirely to European literature—To reform the 
senseless religion of his countrymen and substitute in its 
stead Deism, was now his study. To effect this, he pub- 
lished many works and copious extracts from the Ve- 
dams, from Vedanta and from the most esteemed iu- 
thors of the country, to prove that the worship of the 
ancient Hindoos was founded on the existence and ado- 
ration of one supreme being, and was similar to that of 
the ancient Patriarchs; and that the present religion was 
an abominable innovation, unknown to their ancestors, 
who professed pure deism—These works have been 
translated into several European languages.—The author 
of this notice had an opportunity of perusing some of 
them in India.—They are written with spirit, and in a 
philosophical and independent style—His attempts, ne- 
vertheless, to substitute deism fur the extravagant wor- 
ship of his countrymen, have not been crowned with 
success, and have been productive of no other result 
than that of drawing upon him the hatred and contempt 
of the most distinguished Hindoos. He is, however, in 
some measure compensated for this, by the marks of es- 
teem and consideration which are shewn him by the 
most distinguished and eminent Europeans who reside at 
Calcutta. May God complete his work! And after hav- 
ing made manifest to him the revolting absurdities of 
idolatrous worship, and the existence of One Supreme 
Being alone worthy of adoration, may He deign still far- 
ther to manifest to him the knowledge of the Great and 





Divine Mediator, through whose merits alone we can 
hone for ternul salvation, 
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tern languages, as it isto convey the western 
in the eastern tongues. 

An European finds therefore, much more 
dificulty to communicate European ideas in 
the languages of Asia, than Asiatic ideas in 
the European tongues, Inthe same manner, 
to an Asiatic it is far more difficult to express 
Asiatic ideas in the idioms of Europe, than 
to clothe European ideas in the languages of 
Asia. 

It is about tour years since Rev. M. Adam, 
and another Baptist Missionary, the Rev. M. 
Yates, both well versed in classic and orien- 
tal literature, undertook with me to trans- 
late the New Testament into the Bengaly 
tongue.—We met twice a week, and had 
for our guide, all the European translations 
of the bible that we could procure at Calcut- 
ta. Notwithstanding all our efforts, we were 
under the necessity of leaving a great many 
passages untranslated; and as far as I was 
concerned, I was very much dissatisfied with 
what we had translated. Although I endea- 
vored frequently, when alone, to correct my 
work, and for this purpose had recourse to 
the assistance of some of my friends, the best 
informed among the natives of the country, 
I can assure you, that although myself a na- 
tive and translating into my maternal tongue, 
I do not remember ever to have engaged dur- 
ing the course of my life, in so difficult an en- 

terprize, as that of translating the New Tes- 
tament into the Bengaly language. 
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LETTERS RECEIVED THIS WEEK FROM 

Rev. Mr. A. J.—New-Orleans, and Rev. Mr. A. 
Blanc, Baton Rouge—also from Mr. H. Cox, P. M. 
Zanesville, Ohio—Mrs. A. E. Stafford, St. Alban’s, 
Maine—Rev. Mr. Woodley, Providence, R. I.—Mr. L. 
Latham, Hamilton College, Oneida, N. Y. 





We are glad to learn, that the children of 
the Roman Catholic Congregation, in Port- 
Jand, Maine, under the care of the Rev. Mr. 
French, their zealous and worthy Pastor, 
have acquitted themselves, at their late ex- 
amination in the Catechism, to the entire sa- 
tisfaction of the Right Rev. Dr. Fenwick, 
who, before his return to Boston, will admin- 
ister the Sacrament of Confirmation to sever- 
al of them, as well as to many adults in the 
town and its vicinity. 





Our readers may recollect that in the 36th 
Number of “‘ The Jesuit,” which was pub- 
lished on the 8th of May last, we gave an 
account of an unfortunate man, who, for hav- 
ing done those things which he should not 
have done, was expelled from a College in the 
vicinity of New-Orleans. 

He was a French Catholic, and was sent 
adrift upon the world: unacquainted with the 
English language, he yet conceived the idea 
of procuring employment, or subsistence from 
the Bible and Tract-going party of the Meth- 
odist persuasion in New-Orleans. He of 
course, attended their meetings, gave in his 
experience, and through the kindly offices and 


faithful interpretation of “ Sister Thompson,” 
declared, and renounced the error in which 
he had been ingulphed, and moreover, cried 
aloud that he was determined to flee from the 
wickedness and abominations of the Catholic 
Church, and that when he commenced to read 
the Bible and judge for himself, he became a 
convert: yea, that he found his Saviour, and 
that heaven reigned within him!!! 

The Methodist, and, indeed, all the Secta- 
rian Presses of the Union, spread the “ glad 
tidings,” that a burning brand was plucked 
from the fire, and had the modest assurance 
to state, that a Roman Catholic Priest, from 
conviction, became a true child of Gospel free- 
dom! 

We, at the time, gave a correct statement 
of the case, and informed our Readers that he 
was not evena Subdeacon. 

Our Readers, on referring to the First 
Volume of “ The Jesuit,” can see all the 
particulars of the supposed convert. 

But—How will these Sectarian Editors, 
and the zealous propagators of the Bible and 
Tract cause feel, after they read the follow- 
ing items of that deluded and finally convert- 
ed man! 

We do not expect that they will publish 
these particulars, lest it may be the addition- 
al means of pulling down the strong holds in 
Sion, and depriving them and their families 
of their daily bread;—but we would earnest- 
ly conjure them to become wise unto salva- 
tion, and that whenever they hear of a profli- 
gate Catholic, acting the unprincipled traitor 
against the One, Holy, Roman Catholic and 
Apostolic Church, never to credit, or publish 
his assertions—no—nor believe even the oath 
of such individual, however carefully he may 
have studied all the jargon, and cant of secta- 
rianism, or however attentively and correctly 
he may have committed to memory anti-Ca- 
tholic arguments, which are so frequently 
and foolishly drawn from the manufactory of 
the mock-Reformation. 

The following is an extract from a letter 
which we this week received from a respect- 
able correspondent. 





New-Orleans, October 23rd, 1880. 
GENTLEMEN:—In your 36th Number of 
the 8th of May last, you reply toa Paper 
called “ Tue Curistian Watcuman,” which, 
under the title of “‘ a Catholic converted,” had 
stated that a Catholic Priest of our city be- 
came a Methodist! Your reflections upon 
the case, and the information which you have 
imparted to your readers, relative to it, are 
exact and true—The unfortunate man in 
question, was not even a Subdeacon, and the 
Letters which he produced at the College, 
into which he had been for a time admitted, 
turned out to be the property of an individual, 

whose name (John Troste) he had assumed. 
His own name was Pierre Vitton, and he 





had received Minor Orders. He left New- 





Orleans, early in the summer, to escape the 

ravages of the Yellow Fever; but was impru- 

dent enough to return to the city, before the 

malignant effects of that disease had disap- 
eared, 

He arrived on the 16th of this month, and 
fell sick almost immediately after: we were 
not personally acquainted with him, and there- 
fore could not have any influence over him in 
his past, or subsequent conduct. 

In the course of the day, (Wednesday) he 
sent three different times for the Rev. Mr. 
Moni, the Curate of the Cathedral: but God 
seemed willing to try the unfortunate man, by 
having arranged matters, so that this Rev. 
Gentieman should not have been at home. 

After supper, however, the patient sent 
again; and the Rev. Mr. Moni runs to ascer- 
tain who the person was, that expressed such 
an anxiety to see him at the Marine Hotel—A 
P Hotel de la Marine. 

What was his astonishment, when he as- 
certained that this patient was the wretched 
being whom I mentioned, devoured by an- 
guish and remorse, as well as overwhelmed 
by his disease! 

It was then that he wanted not the kind and 
evangelic offices of Mrs. Thompson, to dictate 
to her, nor to have her interpret the sentiments 
of his soul. He spoke from the abundance 
of his heart. His most anxious concern was 
to know how he could repair the public sean- 
dal he had given, not only here, but through- 
out the Union, by the publicity which the va- 
rious Gazettes had given to his apostacy. 
He made a solemn promise (if God spared 
him life) to repair in person, both by word of 
mouth and writing, all the injury he had done 
to the cause of Truth, and ordered in the 
mean time, that a formal Retraction, which he 
signed in the presence of three respectable 
witnesses, should be drawn up. I send a 
faithful copy of it to you. The Original Do 
cument will be preserved in the Archives of 
the Bishop of New-Orleans, The three wit- 
nesses have acknowledged their signatures 
before a Public Officer, and the whole has 
been legalized by the Governor of the State. 
I have to mention that Mr. Trost died twenty 
four hours after he had made this recantation ; 
that is, on Friday, the 22d of October, after 
having received the last Sacraments, and edi- 
fied all who witnessed the dying scene. 





Nouvelle-Orleans le vingt et un, Octobre, mil huit cent 
trente. Je soussigne me voyant sur le point de paroitre 
devant le jage supreme, pour |’honneur de la religion, 
et pour satisfaire a ma conscience, declare etre penetre 
de la plus vive douleur, a cause du scandale que j’ai 
donne en conformant au culte des sectes separees de la 
veritable eglise. Les malheurs que j’ai eprouves, les 
besoins qui m’ assiegaient ont pu pour un tems me faire 
oublier mes devoirs les plus sacres et me jeter dans les 
rangs des ministres de l’erreur; mais revenu &@ moimeme 
Je vois l’abyme ou je me plongeais; je declare croire 
toutes les verites qu’enseigne la sainte Eglise Catholique 
Romaine; je veux mourir dans son sein, je reclame les 
secours de ses prieres. ‘Crop heureux, si par cet acte 
de mon sincere repentir, je puis remedier au mal, que 
j’ai occasionne! et je demande sincerement et humble- 
ment pardon a tous mes freres en Jesus Christ. 

(Signe) JEAN TROSTE. 

(Temoins) Pierre Guillaume.—Francesco Brunetti.— 
Manuel Eugenio Torrens.—Louis Moni, cure de la Ca- 
thedrale de la Nouvelle-Orleans. 


New-Orleans, twenty-first of October, One thousand 
eight hundred and thirty; I, the undersigned, finding that 
I am on the point of appearing before the Supreme 
Judge, for the honor of Religion and to satisfy my con- 
science, declare that I am penetrated with the most live- 
ly grief, for the scandal I have given in exteriorly aban- 
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doning the Worship of the Catholic Religion, and con- 
forming to that of the Sects who are separated from the 
True Church. 

The misfortunes I have experienced, and the wants 
which so sorely oppressed me, made me for a time 
forget my most sacred duties, and fall into the ranks of 
the Ministers of Error; but having come to myself, I see 
the abyss into which I was plunging. 

I declare that 1 believe all the ‘Truths which the Holy 
Roman Catholic Church teaches. I wish to die in her 
bosom, and I beg the assistance of her prayers. How 
happy, if by this act of my sincere repentance, I can re- 
medy the evil I have caused! 

I sincerely and humbly ask pardon of all my brethren 
in Jesus Christ. 

(Signed) JOHN TROSTE. 

(Witnesses) —Peter Guillaume—Francis Branetti— 
Manuel Eugenius Torrens—Lewis Moni, Curate of the 
Cathedral of New Orleans. 

Personally appeared before me, Messrs. Gillaume, F. 
Brunetti, Manuel E. Torrens, and L. Moni, who declar- 
ed that they have severally signed the above-mentioned 
document. 

New Orleans, Oct. 22nd, 1830. 


(Signed) B. BeavurEGARD—Judge. 
These are to certify that B. Beauregard, whose name 
is subscribed to the instrument of writing herein annexed, 
was at the'time of signing it an associate judge of the 
City Court of New Orleans, and that full faith and credit 
is due thereto. Given at New Orleans under my hand 
and seal of the State, this 22nd day of October, 1830, 
and of the Independence of the United States the 55th. 
Jacques Dupre, acting Govemer—by the 
(Signed) ; 


Governor. 

Grorce A. WaccaMAN, Sec’ry of State. 

tCThis indeed, may be called a REVIVAL. May 

thousands of our Dissenting Brethren, who read, or hear 

this case, “‘ think well on’t,’’ and may it induce them 

to study and embrace ‘‘ the Doctrine once delivered to 
the Saints!’’ 





Consecration of the Rt. Rev. Dr. CANTWELL, 
Bishop of Meath. 

The solemn and august ceremonies by 
which the Episcopal Order of the Catho- 
lic Church receive that inauguration which 
places them on the highest rank of her minis- 
try, have been always regarded with senti- 
ments of veneration by the children of the 
ancient Church, and have seldom failed to 
inspire the members of other religious com- 
munities, who have witnessed these sacred 
rights, with respect and reverence. The con- 
secration of Dr. Cantwell, which lately took 
place at Mullingar, may be considered as one 
of the most splendid and imposing of those 
religious rites that has occurred during the 
succession of many generations. The expec- 
tation of seeing assembled those prelates, to 
whose zeal and learning, during the eventful 
crisis that has just passed over, contributed 
to excite the curiosity of a people to the de- 
fence of whose sacred doctrines, and the dig- 
nity of whose worship those distinguished or- 
naments of the Irish hierarchy have so emi- 
nently contributed; hence an immense con- 
course assembled, but such were the arrange- 
ments so judiciously made by the Very Rev. 
Mr. M’Cormick, V. G. and his Rev. Assist- 
ant, that the most perfect order prevailed, 
and the fullest accommodation was afforded 
to the numerous and respectable strangers 
who thronged the Chapel on the occasion. A 
platform, erected in front of the sanctuary, 
was filled by the clergy of Meath and the 
surrounding diocesses, most of whom appear- 
ed in surplice. On the right of the grand 
altar stood the chapel of the intended prelate, 
tastefully decorated by the religious ladies of 
the Presentation Convent. 





The solemnity opened by a procession of 
eight Bishops in pontificals, accompanied by 
their respective chaplains; they advanced to 
the centre of the grand altar, and took their 
places in the sanctury. Among those vener- 
able personages, the appearance of the Most 
Rev. Dr. Curtis, Primate of all Ireland, ar- 
rested general observation. We distinguish- 
ed among the order, prelates from each of the 
four provinces. The consecrating prelate, 
the Most Rev. Dr. Murray, Primate of Ire- 
land, and his two assistants, the Right Rev. 
Doctors Kelly and Crolly, appeared in full 
costume, and closed the procession. 
splendor of their mitres and richly embroider- 
ed pontifical robes, threw a halo of glory over 
the solemn rites, and were well calculated to 
recall to a religious mind, those heavenly or- 
dained ornaments, that reflected the light of 
Israel’s burning sacrifices in the sanctuary of 
Sion; there every tongue might have uttered 
these sublime words of the Royal Psalmist: 
‘¢ How delightful are thy tabernacles, O Lord 
of Hosts.” The prostration before the altar, 
the singing of the litanies, in which all the 
clergy joined, the anointing of the head with 
holy oil, were well suited to impress the mind 
with a high estimate of the awful ministry to 
which this dedication was the introduction. 
The episcopal ornaments presented to Dr. 
Cantwell, the ring, the gloves, the crozier, 
and last, the mitre accompanied by words de- 
noting the import of those symbols, were pe- 
culiarly interesting in their design and appli- 
cation. The consecration having terminated, 
the newly consecrated prelate gave his bene- 
diction to the immense multitude, commenc- 
ing at the altar, and proceeding through the 
body of the chapel. As he advanced, the 
dense crowd, on bending. knees, and with 
joined hands, implored of God that he who 
was chosen for their spiritual Father, and his 
Apostle, might be the dispenser of eternal 
benediction to them. Inthe crowd were ma- 


their joy at his elevation could scarcely sup- 


which that event was about to effect between 
them and their pastor. Much disappoint- 
ment was expressed for the absence of a Rt. 
Rey. Prelate, who was selected to preach 
the consecration sermon; but that feeling 
gave way to sentiments of delight and sur- 
prise, when the Rev. Mr. Esmonde, at a few 
minutes’ notice, ascended the altar, and, in a 
tory at considerable length. He commenced 
temple in which he stood, with that mournful 
gloom that shrouded her altar, during the 
past period of mistaken zeal and religious 
animosity. He contended that this great 
change in favor of the religion in Ireland was 
an extraordinary instance of Heaven’s pecu- 
liar care of a nation, once honored all over 
the world for the sanctity of its people. He 
expressed a strong hope that Ireland, which 
had preserved its faith so long, would contin- 
ue to participate in the promises of durability 
made by the Redeemer to his Church, of 
which it is so distinguished a portion. He 
quoted many texts from St. Paul, to enforce 
the duty of obedience, to those consecrated 


The eloquent preacher, after describing the 
awful responsibility of the episcopacy, rose 








to the soul exalting theme of the rewards that 


The} 


ny of the parishioners of this amiable Prelate; | 


press the tears of regret for the separation | 


style of lofty eloquence, addressed the audi- | 


by contrasting the sacred splendor of the| 


depositories of divine power and authority. | 


are reserved for their labors, which the just 
Judge will give them. Here the grand and 
elevated ‘conceptions of impassioned oratory, 
diffused a thrill of indescribable ‘ rapture 
through every heart, which was visible on 
every countenance. 





Whatever comes from the lips, or pen of the Great 
O’Connell is justly appreciated by every friend to well 
regulated Freedom throughout Christendom. The Read- 
er will observe, that this sterling Patriot alludes ‘* to the 
overthrow of military,’’ and not of any religious des- 
potism in France. He also abhors liberalism; and what 
honest man is there, who has the cause of God and man- 
kind at heart, that does not? ‘That term, in the sense of 
French and American sceptieal politicians, means rank 
| infidelity, and a desire to subvert all that is moral and 
| holy upon earth. 


| 





From the Cork Chronicle of Sept. 15. 

| MR. O’CONNELL—FrencuH ReEvo.Lurion. 
| "The following letter was received yesterday, by Mr. 
| F. Walsh, in reply to a communication sent by that Gen- 
| tleman to Mr. O’Connell, acquainting him that a Requi- 
| sition to the Mayor to call a Public meeting, for the pur- 
pose of expressing the general approbation of the last 
Revolution in France, was in course of signature, and 
requesting permission to affix his name to it:— 


Derrynane Abbey, 11th Sept., 1830. 


My pear Srr:—I beg of you to put my name to 
the Requisition for calling a meeting to celebrate the tri- 
umph of popular liberty, and the overthrow of military 
despotism in France. It is an event full of the fairest 
hope and most cheering promise to all the enslaved and 
oppressed nations of the earth. No slave has heard.of it 
without feeling his chain lighter and more fragile. No 
despot in scarlet, in sable, or in ermine has heard of it 
without perceiving that there had arisen a power which 
was likely soon to terminate misrule and punish the op- 
pressors. Honest and patriotic men every where rejoice 
and are glad. ‘The despot and the speculating borough- 
monger tremble, and are sad at the dawning of the peo- 
ple’s day of justice. 

I am sorry that it is not possible for me to be in Cork 
at this meeting. I cannot leave this place for a month. 
One month of the delights of my native mountains is due 
to me, and I am paying myself that debt, because I am 
at the same time recruiting my health and strength for 
| the winter’s political campaign. 

If I were at the meeting, | should endeavor to extend 
| the congratulation to the recent revolutionary movements 
| in Belgium—at least of sympathy for the sufferers, should 
| those movements be ultimately unsuccessful. I trust 
| they will fling off the king which Engiand and her Holy 
| Alliance have thrust upon them. ‘There never yet wasa 
more atrocious act of tyranny, than the imposing the 
Dutch King on the people of Belgium. It was as undis- 
guised a piece of despotism as ever yet was exhibited to 
the world. ‘The inhabitants of Belgium were never con- 
| sulted—neither were their feelings, opinions, or interests 
regarded. It suited the cuprice, or the vicious views of 
the military despots, who, at the fatal period, ‘* topped 
| the Universe,”’ to prostrate the Belgian people before the 





| footstool of a gross Dutchman—and they did so. Such 
| is the foundation stone of the allegiance due by the Bel- 
| gians to their late masters. 

The king of the Netherlands, however, became a prime 
favorite with the English nation. He has been sustained 
by the British Press in almost all his acts of oppression. 
Why has he acquired so much honor amongst the Eng- 
lish? For two reasons—First—they—the English are 
the most Protestant-priest-ridden nation in the world— 
and Secondly—the Dutch king was a Protestant, who 
behaved with the most consummate injustice to his Ca- 
tholic subjects. Such was the source of his popularity in 
England. 

As a Catholic, I have long watched over the conduct 
of the Belgians—admired their honest and persevering 
patriotism—and felt sympathy in their suffering, and 
compassion for their undeserved fall. ‘They were opr 
pressed at home, and calumniated abroad. 

Amongst the instruments of this base disposition to ¢a- 
lumny, one of the principal was that sad specimen of 
dishonest talent—the Times London Newspaper. It 
may be worth while, though perhaps it is not—to look 





into an article in that paper of the 4th of this month, in 
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order to refute it. That article, however, admits, that 
the Belgian Deputies in the Netherlands Parliament al- 
most universally supported every liberal measure, and 
opposed every oppressive Jaw. It is a curious thing to 
see how completely I am borne out in my often repeat- 
ed assertion, that sincere Catholics are, after all, if not 
the only, certainly the most persevering friends of ration- 
al liberty. The Belgian Deputies were Catholics—the 
Dutch Deputies were Protestants. ‘The Catholics uni- 


formly voted for laws tending to freedom, and opposed | 
every thing that partook of slavery. The Protestants did | 


directly the reverse. They were nearly equal in num- 
ber. The Catholics were unable to carry any popular 
law, without the concurrence of some Protestants. When- 
ever they could persuade a few Protestants to join them, 
the popular cause triumphed. When, on the contrary, 
the court desired to enact a severe, or an impost law, 
they had to seduce, or to bribe a few of the Catholic 
Deputies—and alas, they sometimes succeeded with three 
or four—for it is a melancholy truth, that you will find 
‘(range Papists ’’? elsewhere besides Ireland. On the 
whole, however, the union between public liberty and 
Catholic conscience was not only salutary, but as nearly 
complete as a despotic government would permit. 

The point on which the King behaved with the most 
undisguised oppression, was that which related to the 
Church. He insisted upon a complete despotism in the 
nomination of Catholic Bishops—the Clergy honestly and 
firmly resisted The consequence was, that nearly every 
diocess but one, or two, were a short time ago, vacant— 
the Bishops having died, and no cangnical successor hav- 
ing been appointed. At length a concordat was arrang- 
ed with the Pope, on terms highly derogatory to the in- 
dependence ef the Church—but though the terms were 
galling, and tending to degrade, yet they were submitted 
to by the Catholics. The king, however, refused for a 
long time, and until very lately, to give the Catholics the 
benefit of even this bad bargain. 1 believe it has been 
yet unperformed on his part. 

The next point on which he earned, what we call— 
the heavy hatred of his people, was on the subject of 
education. There were seminaries in each diocess, 
which had been founded by the donations of individuals. 
‘They were private property—not at all endowed by the 
State—but dedicated by private persons out of their own 
means, to religious and classical education, under the in- 
spection of the Bishop of each See. One of the first acts 
of the tyrant Dutchman, was to seize on the preperties of 
Seminaries, and to close the schools. They were, in 
fact, free schools for all the people—children received a 
gratuitous education at them, or for a very small stipend; 
and although there was somewhat too much time given 
to the study of languages, especially the ancient classics, 
still the education obtained at these Seminaries was quite 
sufficient for commerce and for the learned professions: 
theology was, in particular, taught to all those who in- 
tended to become clergymen. 

If a Catholic king had thus seized on foundations for 
schools, instituted for the education of Protestant Clergy- 
men and Laymen, how loudly, and, indeed, how justly 
would the English Press exclaim against the bigoted in- 
justice of thus robbing Protestants of their property, and 
stifling Protestant education? But it is done by a pro- 
testant king to a Catholic people—and lo! and behold! 
the honest English writers misrepresent and appiaud the 
act. 

Mark how the Times—the specimen of all that is 

icable and unprincipled in newspaper literature— 
mark how the Times describes the conduct of the Dutch 
King—and if there be not indignation against such infa- 
mous misrepresentation exhibited somewhere, we deserve 
to have none but dishonest menials attached to the pub- 
lic Press, 

This is the passage I allude to—‘* A liberal Catholic 
government would have been applauded for attempting 
to repress the bigotry of the Catholic priesthood, and to 
spread knowledge amongst the people subjugated to their 
fanatical influence;—but in a protestant Sovereign this 
Was denounced as a tyrannical interference with the 
gts of conscience, or a Pagan persecution of the 
Cc urch,”? 


I pass by with contempt the real bigotry of the cant 
Contained in this paragraph, and I only notice the asser- 
tion, that the King of the Netherlands ‘attempted to 
spread knowledge amongst the people.”? Yes, his at- 
tempt to spread knowledge was just this— 

First—He suppressed the Diocesan Schools, which 
Were numerous. 

Secondiy—He suppressed the Seminaries, of which 
there were several. 

Thirdly—He took the lands and other fands of these 
Seminaries to himself, their property being very valuable. 


Fourthly—tInstead of leaving education as he found 
it, spread over the entire country by public professors; 
he confined public education to one single spot, Louvain. 

Fifthly—He prevented the Catholics from educating 
their children out of the Netherlands under severe pen- 
alties, and in fact by the loss of civil rights. 

Sixthly—He, under similar penalties, prohibited any 
Catholic clergyman being ordained unless he would spend 
four years in what he was pleased to call the Philoso- 
phic College at Louvain. He adoped the unhappy and 
infidel plan of Joseph the Second, with, I trust, the 
same results, but with results of, I hope, a more per- 
manent nature; and thus by the grossest tyranny and 
injustice, and the most decided hostility to the spreading 
of education, he has deserved the praise and kindred 
falsehood of the Times, and the execration of every just 
man in the world. 

I throw out these facts to you, that you may use them 
as you see fit. I congratulate Ireland on the talent na- 
ture has bestowed on you, and on the honesty and patri- 
otism with which God, as I hope, has inspired you. I 
think that such honesty and patriotism ought to have 
emanated from the highest source, as they are worthy 
of being suggested from above. I feel still greater con- 
solation in the unconquerable and restless energy which I 
have seen about you; and, without affectation, or flatte- 
ry, I held you as one born to serve and to bless your 
country. 

That country claims the services of all her sons, and 
is not unmindful of those services. ‘Take the most re- 
cent instance and see how patriotism and talent have 
been rewarded in the person of Wyse by Tipperary. 
Behold so insignificant an individual as myself, exalted 
to a station as much beyond my merits as the stars are 
remote from this globe. Look, then, to what may be 
done. See Mr. Plunkett, the Catholic Barrister, public- 
ly recognized as the person who liberated the county of 
Roscommon. Think of the utility of my (I will call 
him) revered friend, Martin Lanigan—a man beyond all 
praise, and without whom, it must be admitted, that 
‘Tipperary would not now be free. Cherish these instan- 
ces and many more—and add to the number, because 
youcan. The ‘* Order of Liberators’’ is extending, and 
freedom, peace and abundance will yet cheer the people 
of Ireland. 

Believe me to be, with the greatest sincerity, my dear 
Sir, your’s, faithfully and affectionately, 

DANIEL O’CONNELL. 

To Francis A. Walsh, Esq., South-Mall, Cork. 
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Protestant writers themselves have often 
owned that the practice of confession was a 
good thing, by keeping men from evil, and 
preventing crimes. And Dr. Beattie remarks, 
“‘ that people were hardly ever known to lay 
violent hands on themselves, when confession 
was practised.” But this good practice Pro- 
testants have done away with; and accord- 
ingly, every day’s newspaper gives account 
of people shooting, hanging, and drowning 
themselves. ‘In the city and liberty of 
Westminster, within these last ten years, 
there have been no less than two hundred 
and twenty-six suicides.” (1) Again, you 
perhaps never heard of the Protestant char- 
ter school in Ireland. Itis a fact, that every 
year no less than 25,000/., and the rents of 
several large estates are spent by the Pro- 
testant government, for the purpose of buying 
up poor Catholic children, who are separated 
from their parents, and carried in covered 
waggons from one end of the kingdom to the 
other, in order that they may never see them 
any more, and be brought up in the Protes- 
tant religion! This abominable practice tends 
to the violation of the laws of God and of na- 
ture: it breaks the ties of affection between 
parents and their children; and it may often 
happen, that these unfortunate children, when 
they are grown up, go back to their own na- 





tive place, and marry their brothers and sis- 
ters, or even their own parents, without 
knowing it! : 
But not only has the Protestant religion 
caused these crimes and oppressions; it has 
moreover, made the people extremely wicked. 
What a wicked thing it is, for instance, to 
swear away a man’s life by a false oath. And 
yet it is stated in the Times paper of the 3rd 
of April, 1819, that Mr. J. Smith said in the 
House of Commons, that at Guildhall, “‘ Per- 


| jury was reduced to such a system, that no 


honest man could think of it without shydder- 
ing.” Besides false swearing, crimes of eve- 
ry other description have increased thick and 
threefold. Only look into our prisons, and 
see the miserable wretches of whom they are 
full. Consult the following list of the com- 
mitments for trial in the short space of thir- 
teen years. 


Criminals. 
In 1805 4605 
1806 4346 
1807 4446 
1808 4735 
1809 5330 
1810 5146 
1811 5337 
1812 6576 
1813 7164 
1814 7390 
1815 7818 
1816 . 9091 
1817 - 13932 





Total 85916 





“Tt is a sorrowful truth, that in London 
alone, there are at present supposed to be 
upwards of three thousand receivers of stolen 
goods, who keep open shops for the purpose 
of purchasing at under price, often for a mere 
trifle, every kind of property brought to them; 
from a nail, or glass bottle, up to the most 
valuable article, either new, or old; and this, 
without asking a question. The supposed 
amount <i the different robberies committed 
in London and its environs, in the course of 
a year, is estimated at 2,000,0001.” (1) 
‘¢ There is not in any country in Europe, one- 
sixteenth part of the petty larceny, (i. e. 
thieving) that is committed in London alone.” 
(2) These are the’ lamentable fruits of the 
Protestant religion, which we see in these our 
days; and such have they been all along, 
ever since the beginning of the reformation; 
for, that the Protestant religion has always 
made men wicked from its very first com- 
mencement, we can yee from Protestant 
writers themselves. Luther says, “Itis a 
wonderful thing, and full of scandal, that from 
the time when the pure doctrine was first 
called to light, the world should daily grow 
worse and worse.” (3) Calvin writes; ‘ Of 
so many thousands seemingly eager in em- 
bracing the Gospel, how few have since a- 
mended their lives? Nay, to what else does 
the greater part pretend, except by shaking 
off the yoke of superstition to launch out more 
freely into every kind of wickedness.” (4) 
Erasmus says, ‘‘ Take notice of this evan- 
gelical people, and shew me one individual 
amongst them all, who, from being a drunk- 
ard has become sober, from being a libertine 
has become chaste. I, on the other hand, 





(1) Reflect. on Communities, p. 86. 
(2) New Monthly Mag. January, 1822. 
(3) Luth. in Serm. Conviv. 








(1) Litchfield Chron. Nov. 22nd, 1721. 





(4) Calv. 8, 6, De Scand. 
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can shew you many who have become worse 


by the change.” (1) “I am sure,” says 
Fiery VIIL., “that charity was never so 
faint amongst you, and virtuous and godly 
living was never less used, nor God himself, 
amongst Christians, was never less reverenc- 
ed, honored, or served.” (2) The Protest- 
ant Bishop Burnet says, “ that under Edward 
VI. the sins of England did at that time call 
down heavy curses on the land.” (3) “ For le- 
chery is used in England, and such lechery 
as is used in no other part of the world. And 
it is made a matter of sport, a trifle not to be 
reformed.” (4) Strype, a Protestant parson, 
gives us a history of the dreadful wickedness 
that spread over all the nation after the Pro- 
testant religion began. The whole account 
is too long to be given here, I shall mention 
only the heads: “ The covetousness of the 
nobility and gentry; the oppression of the 
or; no redress at law; the judges ready to 
arter justice for money; impunity of mur- 
ders; the clergy very bad, from the bishops 
to the curates; and above all, the increase of 
adulteries and whoredoms.”’ (5) “ and so rag- 
ing is this abominable vice, at the present 
day, that in London alone, there are at least 
fifty thousand prostitutes, and so, nearly in 
equal proportion, all over the country.” (6) 
“The world grows every day worse and 
worse; it is plain that men are more cove- 
tous, more cruel, more disorderly, more inso- 
lent, and much more wicked, than they were 
at the time of Popery.” (7) 

Q. We have here fruits enough of the 
Protestant religion; and they are very bad: 
are the fruits of the Catholic religion no bet- 
ter? 

A. I answer in the affirmative: for before 
the coming of our divine Saviour, the greater 
part of mankind, had, through their own wick- 
edness and superstition, lost the knowledge 
of the true God, by changing the glory of the 
incorruptible God into the likeness of the image 
of a corruptible man, and of birds, and of four 

ooted beasts, and of creeping things. Rom. i. 
23. Besides worshipping beasts and animals 
of every description, they worshipped plants, 
wood and trees, and they made themselves 
idols, and worshipped them, and offered most 
horrible sacrifices to them. For, as Tacitus 
tells us, they made their altars flow with the 
blood of the prisoners whom they took in war; 
and if they wished to know what would come 
to pass hereafter, they took a man, and hav- 
ing run him through with a sword, they fore- 
told what would happen by taking notice in 
what manner he fell to the ground; by tear- 
ing the flesh off his bones, and by the flowing 
of hisblood. They likewise built up an enor- 
mously large figure, of basket-work and 
straw: this they filled with a great number of 
living men, (8) as likewise with beasts of 
every kind, (9) and a sufficient quantity of 
fuel: they then set fire to the whole; the rag- 
ing flames of which, together with the min- 
gled shrieks of the tortured men, the howl- 
ings of the enraged beasts, the shouts of the 





(1) Erasm. Spong. advers. Hutten. A. D. 1532. 

(2) Stow’s Annals, A. D. 1546. 

(3) Burnet’s Hist. Reform. of Eng. part 2nd. p- 226. 
(4) Heylin’s Hist. Ref. Edwd 6. An. 1550. 

(5) Strype’s Memo. Ecclesi. Book 2. c. 23. 

(6) Reflect. on Communities, p. 85, 

(7) Lath. Serm. in Postil. Dom. 2. Ady. 

(8) Cus. L. 6. 

(9) Strabo L. 4. exvers Lat. 





druids, and the sounding of their trumpets, 
were dreadful; and naturally put us in mind 
of the regions of hell; and to complete their 
diabolical rites, they went and tasted the 
scorched flesh of the men whom they had just 
sacrificed. (1) Lastly, they had another most 
horrible custom of burning, with the bodies 
of the dead, whatever had been most neces- 
sary and dear to them in life, not only their 
clothes and armor, their dogs and horses, but 
also their servants and dependants. (2) These 
detestable rites were carried on in England, 
for many hundred years: and no other than 
the Catholic religion has the honor of banish- 
ing this infernal idolatry from the face of the 
earth; it was she that broke down the dread- 
ful Cromlechs, or huge stones, which had so 
often smoked with the blood of human victims 
offered in sacrifice; she that dashed in pieces 
the idols themselves, and changed their tem- 
ples of wickedness into churches filled with 
the praise and adoration of the true God. 
Through the Catholic religion, the world 
came again to the knowledge of its author, 
and God was restored to his rights. The 
worship of God was every where established, 
and in every place of the world he had true 
believers who adored him in spirit and in 
truth. Arnobius says, “ Is not this an argu- 
ment for our faith, that, in so little a space of 
time, the sacraments of Christ’s great name 
are diffused over the world: that there is no 
nation so barbarous and cruel, that has not 
laid aside its rudeness, and become meek and 
tractable: that orators, grammarians, rhetori- 








cians, lawyers, physicians, and philosophers, 
men of great genius, love our religion, despis- 
ing those things wherein before they trusted; 
that servants will rather suffer torments from 
their masters; wives sooner part with their 
husbands; and children choose to be disin- 
herited by their parents, than abandon the 
Catholic faith.” (3) So great was the change 
‘which the Catholic religion made even in 
Great Britain, that Collier says, “ every thing 
brightened, as if nature had been melted 
down and re-coined.” (4) It changed the 
people that were rude, savage, barbarous and 
wicked, into a nation,—mild, kind, benevo- 
lent and holy; teaching men to do in all 
things as they would be done by. And, so 
much did men live up to this grand rule, that 


but providing a number of persons to take 
care of them; alms-houses for the widows 
and fatherless. Finally, it is the Catholic 
religion alone, that has done all these things 
and moreover, has gent all the Saints to Hea- 
ven, even those whose names are mentioned 
in the book of Common Prayer; for they al} 
lived and died strict members of the Roman 
Catholic Church; Spd to conclude, she alone 
has brought down to our times the pure word 
of God, the Bible; for if it had not been for 
the Catholic religion, whence would'the Pro- 
testants have received the Bible? 


[TO BE CONTINUED. | 
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CHRISTIAN PRECEPTS. 
Command thyself—no sudden answer give— 
With zeal do good; for that alone you live, 
To know the worth of time, remember death— 
Thy life is short, and passing is thy breath. 

Be sober-minded—wear a look serene— 

Act before God, although by men unseen— 
Speak not in vain, nor foolishly depart 

From gentle words and purity of heart— 

To truth and charity and peace inclined, 

With caution censure, or applaud mankind—- 
Seek knowledge fair, but shun insipid mirth; 
There is no time for folly while on earth— 
Feed no ill will—no sudden friendship make— 
Betray no trust—no obligation break— 
Whatever you neglect, to this attend; 

Pity the poor, and be the stranger’s friend. 
Promise with heed—weigh every action right, 
And scan the conduct of each day at night— 
Instructed by past failings, to be wise, 

Let every wish from purest fountain rise; 

In talk secure—pursue one steady plan, ' 
For actions shew the noblest part of man; 
Act with relation to a future state, 


Retort no slander—render love for hate. 





LIST OF AGENTS FOR THE 





in those days when England was Catholic, | 
“a boy, or girl, might openly carry a bag of 
gold, or silver, and carry it safely all the) 
country over; (5) and golden bracelets were | 
hung up near the highways, which no man| 
dared to touch.” (6) Then they did not} 
buildso many frightful jails and gibbets to | 
disgrace the land; but beautiful convents and 
monasteries, where the humble penitents, | 
who, forgotten by this world, and forgetting 
it in their turn, employed all their time in fit- 
ting themselves for a better. Again, it was 
the Catholic religion that erected all the fine 
old churches and cathedrals in England; all 
the best colleges at Oxford and Cambridge, 
| and grand libraries for the education of youth; 
charity schools for the poor; asylums for the 
blind, the lame, the sick and incurable; 
establishing not only funds for their support, 





(1) Pliny L. 30.c. 1. 

(2) Ces. L. 6. 

(3) Avers. Gentes L. 1. p. 53. 
(4) Pref. to Eccl. Hist. 

(5) Baker’s Chron. p 9. 








Second Vol. of the 
JESUIT, or CATHOLIC SENTINEL. 





Hueu Macuire, Quebec. 
Maurice Moriarty, Montreal. 

Rey. C. D. Frencu,-———— Portland, Maine. 
Patrick Mooney, Boston. 


Pararcx Denvin, f Charlestown and 


Lechmere Point. 





Joun GREEN, Cambridge. 
Patrick Powers, Lowell. 
Rev. J. Manony, Salem. 
D. O’CALLAHAN, Watertown, Mass. 
Rev. R. D. Wooptey, Providence. 
ale L. Ditton, New-York. 

Hos, Mooney, " Vy 
Joun Murray, } Brooklyn, N. ¥. 
Joun Mannine, Albany, N. Y. 


Joun McGuigan,————— Philadelphia. 
Rev. P. RarFrerty,—-——Pittsburgh, Pa. 





= Pleasant-Hill, 
JoHN Sraupind,_———— } Cha’s. Co. Mary’d. 
Joun D. Murpny, —— Washington, D. C. 
Rev, Mr. Van Lommet,——Georgetown, D. C. 
Joun HaseE.Tine, Bardstown, Ky. 


Ws. 8. Brain,- 
MicHAaEL P. CassiLiy, 
Rev. R. P. Mirus, 
Frep. C. Hase, 


Charleston, S. C. 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Zanesville, Ohio. _ 
Perryville, Missourt. 











(6) M. U. Young Hist. p. 62. 








Vita, 


\ 
t 


\|, 


I 


